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RICHARD Copse,,). 


| Much Honour d a Gentlemen, | + Ep 


RS. Catharine Burton, wy » Lads Norton's 
Heir, and 72 Gentlemen, her Executors, 
have expreſsd your Deſfrec, which are 


Gena to me, of making this Sermon Publick; 


conchiding that it would be acceptable to many who 
were nat preſent at the. delivering of it, to ſee and 


read that Image and Character of her Ladyſbip, 


which in your Judgment, ( and I deſire no better ta 
* to) I have ſo truly drawn. 


ws 6 lus Note when Treat ah 
ME not time to deliver all. the Matter which I had 


prepar'd upon that Subject, the Unconceivable Joys 


of Heaven; the Heads and main Subſtance of it 
you had then, the not all the Enlargements and In- 


ferences 46, they are now Printed : But the Chara - 
Cer you will find to be juſt a you heard it, without 
any Material Alteration. 


It is above. Sixteen Tear, ſince 1 Profit ant 


Publiſ d. a Funeral Sermon upon Sir John Norton; 


and now I have done the * Office for our Dear 
A 2 Friend, 
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The Dedication. 1 


ferr d upon me in their Lite- 
by 2 me ſuch plentiful Matter at their Deaths, 


for their j 


Friend, his Excellent Lady: Ir both their Cha- 
raters I hope I have kept within the Limits e 
Truth, having Re eſented thoſe Worthy Perſons 


to the World, as their Qualifications and Virtues 


appear d to me; only this thing every Reader may 
eaſily obſerve, that the great Love and Eſteem bat 
T had for Them 7 rene through all my Ex- 


preſſions. 


They were the "fir Pitrons Fhad, and . 2 


mighty Seti faction to me, when J conſider, hom In- 


22 I have been, in Aſſiſting Them to ob- 
tain the True [mmortality ; and the Bright Re- 

flection of it too, a Laſting Name. 
They greatly oblig d 25 - Kan, Favoiys 4 
e ʒ but much more, 


"nll ory eat And there * nothing 
that Tſo — defire as this, from any of my Bene- 


factors; who ſhall be ſure, upan proper Occaſions, to 
beve all the Force and Energy of wy Gratitude, 'F 


they have but Virtues to ſoften it. 


Th 


wt) Y 


Moſt Worthy bees 1 hn hk 
a nt, am your Aﬀedionate Friend, | 
and obliged Servant, 


. The. Manning, 
| K nen er 
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1 Cor. II. 9. 


E JL hath not ſeen, nor ear beard nei- 


ther have enter d into the heart of 


Man, the things which God hath 
| Prepared for thoſe Hhat love him. 


HES E Words are . ap- 
| ply'd to the ſetting forth the Incon- 


ceivable Glory _ Happineſs of the 
other Life, and it ſhall be my preſent Bufi- 


: neſs to make uſe of them to the fame pur- 


pole. 


They are firſt read in the Prophet 


ö Iſaiah, C. 64. v. 4. and apply'd by the Apo- 


ſtle to the Manif:Ration of that Myſterious 
Miſdom, which we meet with in the Go- 
8 ſpel; 
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ſpel; of which, Immortality), or Eternal 
Life, as tis reveal'd by Chriſt, is the prin- 
cipal part, towards which all the reſt do 
tend, and with which the whole Diſpenſa- 
tion is to be compleated: And therefore 
this Prophetical and Sublime Expreſſion of 
an Inconceivable Excellency of Glory or- 
dain'd and prepar d for thoſe who love 
God, as Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear beard, 
nor Heart conceivd ; may moſt properly 
be made uſe of, to ſet forth the Greatneſs 
of the Joys of Heaven, wherein the My- 
ſtery of our Salvation will terminate at laſt : 


And tho this Happineſs be in part diſco- 


verd, yet ſtill it remains in a greater Mea- 


ſure conceal d; for as to our Knowledge 
of that State, we are ſtill under the Bond- 


age of many Figurative Expreſſions and 
Emblems; and in ſeveral reſpects it doth 
not yet appear what we ſhall be. 


Wherefore in my following Diſcourſe, 


I ſhall make it my Buſineſs to ſhew, 


I. How far, and in what reſpect our f#- 


ture Happineſs is already reveal d, and may 


be known. 
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II. In what reſpect it is ſtill an Unknown _ 
State. 


I. How far, and in what reſpe& our fu- 
ture Happineſs is already reveal'd, and may 
be known. 1 


1. The Goſpel plainly acquaints us with 


the Nature and Quality of our future Hap- 
pineſs, 

Were Men left wholly to their own 
Conjectures concerning the Happineſs of 


another Life, I ſuppoſe their Fancies would 


figure out to themſelves a fort of Senſual 
Paradiſe ; for if we except the Thoughts 
of ſome few Contemplative Men, this has 


been the moſt prevailing Opinion in the 


World. The Ancient Poets, the Groſſer 
ſort of Fews, and the Mahometan People 


3 have all conſpir'd in this Notion : The Su- 
perſtition of Modern Pagans, as well as 


of thoſe in former times, does run out 


mainly into the ſame Fancy; their Opini- 


ons of a furure Happineſs amounting only 
to this Conceit, that when they die, they 


ſhall pals into a better Country than their 


own, and there enjoy the ſame Worldly 


Pleaſures which they have taſted here, but 
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in a greater Meaſure and Degree. There 
is no wonder that their Expectations mould 
be fo dull and low; for tis not poſlible tor * 
thoſe who indulge their Senſual Natures, , | 
to think that any thing can be a Happineſs. 2 
to them, that is not ſuited to a Senſual Life, 
and to ſuch Appetites by which they taſte. ] 
and eſtimate all their Pleaſures, t 
But now, the Revelations of Chriſt ſer 
another fort of Happineſs before us, and | 
raiſe our Minds to the Apprehenſion of Spi- | 
ritual and Celeſtial Joys, and ſuch as can- 
be reliſh'd only by purify d Hearts: And a 
tho ſome of the Language and Images which N 
the Scriptures make uſe of to repreſent our 
future Happineſs, be ſuited to the loweſt * 
Capacities, and run upon ſuch Metaphors: 
as ſuggeſt to the Imagination ſenſible and 
I 

t 

b 

t 

b 


1 Worldly Delights; yet to prevent all mean 
it and unworthy Expectations, there are o- 
|! ther Deſcriptions added, which cannot but 
i fill the Mind with pure and exalted Con- 
5 ceptions; as the Hawing an Inheritance 
5 with the Saints in Light; the being made © 


i like unto Angels ; the 2 God as he is, &c. | { 
The Laws and Rules of Holy Living 
which are given us in the Goſpel, do con- 
_ tinuall * [ 
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7 triaually inculcate on our Minds the Spirz- 
11d 1 tual Nature of our Reward : For we mult. 
for deny our ſelves many W orldly and Corpo- 
cs, real Satisfactions, that we may be fit to en- 
eſs joy thoſe which are promis d us hereafter; 
fe, and we muſt enrich our ſelves with Piſpa- 
te. 3 fitiens which are directly contrary to all 

2} Senſual Aﬀections, that we may be quali- 
ſet fy'd for our future Bleſſedneſs: And in- 
nd: many Places of thoſe Holy Writings, the 
pi= 7 Love of this preſent World is ſignally con- 
an demn'd, to be a perpetual Admonition to 
nd us, that God would have us place our 
ch |} Love on him, who has prepared other fort . 
ur of Pleaſures for us, than what this preſent - 
eſt State of things can give us. Nay, to af- 
Yrs ford us a further Conviction that all our 
ad future Joys ſhall be Spiritual, even that 
an. } Body which we ſhall receive at the Reſur- 
o. rection is to be purityd and ſpiritualiz d, 
ut to be of different Qualities from Fleſh and 
n-. Blood, which cannot enter into Heaven; 
ce that there may remain nothing in us to de- 
de | baſe thoſe Celeſtial Joys wherewith we 
c. | ſhall be fill d. 
g 1 3. The Goſpel gives an undoubted Cer- - 
n- } Painty of this our Spiritual Reward : Which 
[ queſtion- 
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A Funeral Sermon, No. J 5 
queſtionleſs is the main thing that concerns 
us in this Life, and wherein the peculiar * F 
Advantage of our Religion does conſiſt. n 

The very Nature of the Soul is ſuch, _ 
that by Reflection on its ſelf, and its own i 
Powers, it becomes inwardly Conſcious of ß 
being deſign d by God for an Immortal! L 
State; but what Happinels it ſhall find in | 
that State, and what ſure grounds there are | 
for it to rely on, is clearly diſcover'd only . 
in the Goſpel. - 1 

Some of the Contemplative Men of an- i 
cient Times, as the Platoniſts more eſpe-̃ 
cially, endeavour d to perſwade themſelves 
and others, that if they livd vertuouſly in | 
this Life, when they departed, thetr Souls | 
ſhould eſcape from their Bodies, as from a a 
Priſon; they ſhould aſcend into Celeſtial | 
Regions, they ſhould underſtand the Frame ; 
of the World, and the Fortune of Em- | 
pires; enjoy the Society of thoſe Heroes | 
who were gone before 'em, and receive an | 


excceding Pleaſure from the Glory which 
their Noble Actions had rais'd in this 
World: They were likewiſe of Opinion, | 
That many other unknown and unexpreſſi= 
ble Satisfactions ſhould be communicated to 


them, 
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them, as a Reward for the Wiſdom and 
Vertue they had tangbt and pradtis'd in the 


World; and for their having been highly 
Beneficial to Mankind, and to the particu- 


lar Governments in which they liv'd. 
This was the molt plauſible Scheme of 


Future Happineſs, with which the wiſer 


Heathen animated themſelves to great Ex- 
ploits, and comforted themſelves under great 
Calamities; and perhaps tis as Rational as 
the Spring of Natural Thought can of it 
ſelf riſe unto. | 3 

Buc then, where was their Certainty ? 
What Evidence and Security had they for 
this Expectation? Why might nor all this 
be nothing but a bright Trac of the Ima- 


gination, or an indulgent Conjecture pro- 


ceeding from Self- Love, and heighten'd by 
an Original Pride of becoming like unto 
God in their own Way and Method? What 
Voice had they from Heaven, to ſignify. to 


them that they were deſign'd for that Place? 


What ſure Oracle did they appeal to, for 
the Truth of ſuch things as they could not 
otherwiſe know? What Divine Perſon had 
they amongſt 'em to declare that all theſe 
things were agreeable to the Eternal Goun- 


ſel 
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ſel of God, and would infallibly come to 


: they could nor pretend to; the Certainty 
of a Future State of Glory is our Privilege 
who live under the Revelations of Chriſt ; 


Life; He has fer our Immortality in a clear 
Light; Hie has given us a Demonſtration 


the Dead, and his own Aſcenſion into Hea- 
ven; He has made ſome Diſcoveries of bis 


of Glory to his beloved Diſciple St. John; 
and the one has teſtity'd that he heard un- 
utterable Words, nn the other. that he 
ſaw the Thrones and Crowns that were 


have Propheſies, and Miracles, and Varie- 


paſs? Theſe were Proofs and Evidences 


He has given us the ſure Words of E cfnal 


of our Reward in his own Reſurrection from 


Glorifyd Body in Viſions of exceeding 
Brightneſs ; He caught up St. Paul to the 
third Heaven, and open d ſtrange Scenes 


pre par'd for thoſe who overcame: We 


ty of Witneſſes to appeal to for the Certain- B23 


ty of our Future Happineſs: 4155 1 * 


Beſides, we do not only rely upon the ge- 


meral Goodneſs of God whereby he is inclin d 3 1 
to make his Rational Creatures happy; I 
for this may be forfeited by Sin and Re- 2 
bellion; and then what ſhall appeaſe his (t 
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juſt Indignation, or What ſhall retrieve his 

ſecond Love ? Behold therefore, the ineſti- 
mable Advantage of vs Chriſtians! For we 
have the true Knowledge of a Mediator and a 
Sacrifice; we ate acquainted with that My- 
1 Way in which God will be reconcil'd 
to Man; we know that our Redeemer 
liveth and maketh Interceſſion for us; that 
he has a peculiar Kingdom allotted to him, 


| and that all his faithful Servants ſhall par- 
take of the Gloty which he has purchas d. 


Our right therefore to Heaven is made firm 
and eſtabliſh'd to us by Covenant or Con- 
tract; and as we increaſe in Holineſs we 

enter upon ſome Degrees of our Reward. 
God has not been ſparing in giving us 
Teſtimonies, Motives and Reaſons for our 
Belief and Hope; and if we make good 
uſe of theſe, we ſhall be very well con- 
tented to tarry for the perfect Knowledge 
of our Happineſs, fince we are ſure that 
we ſhall one Day poſſeſs it in its Fulneſs; 
and that that Happineſs muſt be exceed- 
ing great and precious, which is ſo leiſure- 
ly introduc d by ſuch preparatory Methods; 
and in which all the Deſigns of God are 
to be conſummated, that fall in with that 
C Plat- 
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platform of infinite Wiſdom and Good- 


nels that relates to us. And therefore 


3. We may in ſome Meaſure be ſaid to 


know even the Greatneſs of our future 
Happineſs ;- not in a poſitive Senſe, or by 
way of clear Idea; but by 
Concluſion : By conſidering how tts re- 
preſented to us by the moſt Glorious 


things that we are acquainted with, by 
Crowns and Kingdoms, and all the Earth - 


ly Majeſty we know, without the Cares 


and Envies that attend it; by Truth, and 


Love, and Peace, and Joy, and all the 
inward Moral Heaven we can here arrive 
to; by ſweet Societies, and endearing 
Friendſhips, and by the moſt rational Plea- 
ſures that wiſe and ſuitable Converſation 
can afford us; by Contemplation and De- 
votion, and all the Divine Paſſions that 


we are able-to experience in the Exerciſe 


of Religious Duties. Put all theſe toge- 
ther, and then tell me, if that Happineſs 
muſt not be Great, exceeding Great, of 


which all theſe delightful, and affecting 
things are but a faint Reſemblance. 


II. Let 


Inference and 


et 
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II 


II. Let us enquire in what reſpe& our 
future Happineſs is ſtil] an unknown State. 

Now this may be quickly refolv'd : For 
our Happineſs being a Matter of Senſe, it 
can be truly known only by Experience ; 
and the Happineſs of the next World con- 
fiſting in ſuch Senſations as depend upon 
another fort of Body than what we now 
have; and in ſuch Spiritual Joys, as ſhall 


reſult from a more perfect Manifeſtation of 


God, than what we are now acquainted 
with; and ſhall be receivd by larger and 
nobler Faculties than our Souls are now 


conſcious of 3 in a better and freer way of 


Perception, than what our preſent State, 
or Union which this World will allow; 


upon this account it is, that no Language, 


no Revelation, no preſent Notices and Ex- 
periences, no Images or Ideas on which 


our Knowledge now depends, can ever 


make us fully underſtand our future Hap- 
pineſs ; But then all this amounts to no 


2 more, but that Happineſs is not a Matter 
of Notion, but of Exjoyment; and that it 
can be no otherwiſe known, than as it is 


* 
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ow tho' our c future Happineſs, for theſe. 
Reaſons, cannot be perfectly known in- 
this Life; yet ſo much of it may be diſ- 
cern'd as will ſerve to anſwer our Natura! 
Inſtinct, to feed our Capacity, to animate 
our Endeavour, to enable us to ſub due our 
evil Deſires, and to ſupport us under Tem- 
ptations and Troubles. For we know that 
there is a Reward deſigned for us; we 
know the Nature and Quality of it, that it 
is Heavenly and Spiritual; we know that: 
it will be compleat, hoth in reſpect to Soul 
and Body, and anſwerable to the utmoſt 
Excellency of that Order and Rank of Be- 
ings in which we are created ; we know 
that the Subſtance. of it will be Moral Good- 
neſs, or an Improvement in Knowledge and 
Love, that the Additionals or External 
Crowns will be inexpreſſibly Glorious, by. 80 
our being preſent with Chriſt, and =Y Ol 


our Converſation with Angels ; and we 01 
know that all this inward. and outward | 3 1 
State of Happineſs will endure to all Eter- I | 


nity .: And ſurely this is ſufficient to make tc 
it a powerful Motive to obey him. who R 
will ſo greatly reward us; to follow thoſe. [ ih 
Laws and Directions which will lead us to th 
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13 


this Happineſs; and patiently to undergo 

thoſe Afflictions which will increaſe our fu- 
ture Glory. If we be Maſters of theſe. 
Thoughts, and have workt them into the 
fall Perſwaſion of our Minds; then may 
we be ſaid in ſome Meaſure to know our 


future Happineſs ; and that which is (till 


Unknown, will only be a further Ad antage 
to it, by raiſing in us new Eſteems, vaſter 
Expectations, and a greater Vehemency of 


Deſire. 
I ſhall draw ſome Inferences from what 
has been ſaid, and ſo proceed to the Cha- 


raGer. 


1. General and indefinite Apprehenſions of 
future things will ferve to make us very Re- 
ligious, and very obedient, if we have 
but a Probity of Mind, and have laid a 
good Foundation in Humility; and with- 
out theſe Qualities, the cleareſt Knowledge 
of things, and the fineſt Subtilty of 
Thought, will contribute but little to a 
true Improvement in Goodneſs: If God 
tells us that he will be our exceeding great - 
Reward; and he who ſets upon the Throne 
ſhall aſſure us, that he who overcometh 
mall inherit all things; have we not enough - 

ro 
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to encourage us in all Duties, and Under- 


takings in Religion? If God promiles to _ 
make us happy, tis a very untoward Be- ol 
haviour to ſuſpend our Belief, till he tells Hl 
us hom, and in what particular manner he til 
will do it: He will do it as a loving Fa- fu 
ther, and as an Omnipotent God; he will g 
do it for the ſake of Chriſt, and asa faithful le 
Performer of the Covenant we are under : 

If theſe general Reaſons and ways wil! 7? 
not per ſwade us to truſt our ſelves with *? fr 
; God, tis a Sign that we are more deftrous 2 
| of knowing his ſecret Counſels, than of fr 
[4 being bleſſed by the gracious Event of 8 
b them. ns „ 
[11 When indeed our Faith is well ground; - 
L ed on the plain Revelations of God, and ** 
10 we acquieſce in his general Promiſes, I do 1 
11 not know that we are any where forbid to .. 
ö elevate our Minds and Conceptions about my 
ſuch Divine Matters as far as we can carry i * 
them: On the contrary, I think it a noble 1 
and improviog Amuſement to contemplate 4 
ſenſible things only as the Patterns and Re- 
preſentations of what are Eternal; to 1 
walk about this World with a Soul that is - 

as it were transforming every Object it 
meets i © 


24 
5.7 
15 
2 
FE © 
= 
a0 
= 
Ee 


a little before her Death; 


6 EI G 


7 Funeral 5, ermon, "= 


meets with, into ſome Image and Degree 
of Heaven; to revolve the Promiſes and 
Hopes which God has given us in Chriſt, 
till they become a fort of Evidence and 
full Conviction to us; till they appear fo 
great a Reality that no Objections can 
leſſen, no Temptations can undermine. 

'Tis hardly poſſible for the Minds of ve- 
ry Religious and Devour People to be kept 


from meditating on ſomething more in this 


Matter, than what is exprefly reveal'd, and 
from running out into humble Enquiries 
concerning ſome Circumſtances of our fu- 
ture Stare which are not plainly made 
known : When our Faith is ſtrong and 
found at the bottom, this Holy Curioſity 
which proceeds from an ardent Deſire of 
being with Chriſt, and not from any Scep- 
tical Humour, is not blameable ; tis what 
St. Auſtin and his devout Mother attempted 
when, as he 
himſelf has related it, chey abſtracted their 


Minds, as far as they could, from al! ma- 


terial Phantaſms, aſcended in Contempla- 
tion to the Fountain of all Truth and 


Goodneſs, rais'd their Souls into ſuch vehe. 
ment Aſpirations after God, that they 
=  ſeem's 
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ſeem d to enjoy ſome Moments of that Bea- 
titude after which they ſo earneſtly en- 
quir d. Aug. Conf. L. g. c. 10. 


To gaſp after ſuch Diſcoveries, is ſome- 


times the nnquenchable Thirſt of Divine 


and Heavenly Minds, when they have been 


heated with Thoughts of God, and our fu- 


ture Glory : And tho tis the peculiar Ad- 


vantage of our Eternal Happineſs, that it 
cannot be fully reach'd by the Imagination 


and Conception of Man, yet *tis an Ac- 


ceſſion to the Divine Life, that we are 
able to refine and ſublimate our Deſires 
above all the Delights that this World con- 


tains; tis an exceeding Pleaſure to ſoar ſo 
high in a devout Thoughtfulneſs about 
So God has prepar'd ior thoſe who love 


we would. 
2: If our Fternal Happineſs be of ſuch a 
Spiritual Nature as | have ſhewn it to be, 


then none but thoſe who have made ſome 


Progreis in the Chriſtian Life, can be tho- 
roughly affected with any Diſcourſes about 
it: Spiritual Joys can make no Impreſſion 

| upon 


<5 
„ 
42 
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him, as in a manner to loſe the Sight of 
this Earth, tho at the ſame time we can- | 
not get ſo clear a Proſpect of Heaven, as 


. 
a 


a XA a 


A Funeral Sermon, &c. 


Motive to them; ſo that, that which conceals 
this Happineſs from ſuch, is not only the 


Excellency of things, bur the Viciouſnes of 


that Nature they carry about 'em ; ſuch 


muſt be firſt awaken'd by the e of 


the Lord, and by the Dread of Eternal 
Puniſhments, before Everlaſting Life can 
prevail upon their Deſires. And in what 


a ſlaviſh Condition are thoſe, who are ca- 
pable of being govern'd by nothing but a 
Principle of Fear Whereas the Love of 
God, -and the Hopes of Glory are the ge- 
nuine Motives of the Goſpel, which alone 
can inſpire us with a Zeal of Duty, and 


wich a'free and generous Obedience. 
. Since the Subſtance of our Happineſs 
Is Moral Goodnels, ſincere Righteouſneſs, 


or an holy Nature, we may in this Life ar- 


rive to ſome Anticipations of that Glory 
which relates to our Souls, or Spiritual Be- 


ings.. Holy Thonghts, Pious Affections, 
and Divine Joys, may afford us fome weak 


Reliſh, ſome gradual Diſcovery of that 


Fade State of Bleſſedneſs which we ſhall 
hereafter enjoy in a more perfect manner. 
The more Vertuous we grow, the more 


D Conſcious 
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upon Senſual Hearts, are no Argument, no 
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Conſcious we are of our own Immortality, 
and the more we advance in the Chriſtian 
Life, and the more Pleaſure we find in 
Piety,; we more and more experience the 
Favour of God, and perceive more of Hea- 
ven in our Souls. True Spiritual Know- 
ledge does not fo much confift in Sharp- 
neſs of Fhoughts, or in clear and'diftin& 
Conceptions, as in having fach Convictions 
upon us as ſhall raiſe our Admiration and 
Reverence, inflame our Love, increaſe our 
Hope and our Aſſurance of Heaven; he 
truly knows God, who is greatly affected 
with his Goodnebs, Wiſdom and Power ; 
and he has the beſt Conception of Eternal 
Life, who finds that the Hope and Cer- 
tainty of it, gives him ſuch a Delight as a 
is ſuperiour to all the other Paſfions of his t 
Soul, as gives him a Victory over this l 
World, and fits and prepares him for- f 
the full Poſſeſſion of the next. 1 
Let us uſe our ſelves to ſuch Medita- 


= 


jy tions as theſe; and let us take a frequent: t 
i View of the precious. Promiſe of Eternal 
| Life, which is made us in Chriſt Jeſus; YF 0 
j let it fo dwell- upon our Minds, that we u 
may perceive the real Inflaence of it upon. . 
0 the | 
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the whole Conduct of our Lives. Whenever 
we experience any good thing that is very 
affecting to us in this Life, then let us raiſe 
-our Thoughts a little higher, and conſider 
what God has prepared for them who love 


him: When we are encompaſs d with 
Afflictions and Troubles, of which this 
World has great Store; then let us com- 


fort and ſuſtain our halves with the Hopes 


of that Joy that is ſet before us: And 
whenever our Souls are ſenſibly touch'd 


and delighted either in Prayers or Praiſes, 


or in the Performance of any other holy 
Duties; then let us reaſon with our ſelves, 


if it de ſo delightful to converſe with 
God under all our preſent Weakneſſes 


and Neceſſities both of Mind and Body; 


then what a Tranſcendent Pleaſure will it 
be, to fee God as he is, to worſhip be- 
fore his Throne, and to dwell with him 


for ever! 
But tho we be diſcourſing and medita- 
ting ſo imperfectly of our future State, yet 


we doubt not, but the Incomparable Lady, 
our Dear Departed Siſter, 18 already let 


into thoſe Degrees of Happineſs and Glo- 
Ty, which our Conceptions cannot reach 3 


D 2 and 
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and is in Expectation of greater: Which 
She, and all the Faithful ſhall receive when 
Chrift ſhall come to conclude and perfect 
his Kingdom, and to be glorify'd and ad- 
mir'd in all his Saints: For a Life led 
with ſuch Faith, ſuch Vertues, and ſuch. | 
Dewotion, as hers was ; With a Faith ſo | 
ſtedfaſt, with Vertues ſo uſeful, with a 
Devotion ſo conſtant and prudent, can 
never fail of being conſummated into Glory. 

I ſpeak before many who have been long 
Witneſſes and intimate Companions too 
of Her excellent Converſation, and before 
others who have richly enjoyed the gra- 
cious Effects of that Faith of hers which 
always workt by Love. 

A great part of her Fducation was in 

Sir Nicholas a very Worthy Family well known to all 

who are here preſent 3 where ſhe ſaw no- 

thing but Religion, and Regularity, Pu- 
rity, and Modeſty, tender Care, and 
ſweet Affeckions: From thence (he was 
not removed, till with the Choice and 

Approbation of her beſt Friends, as well 

as her own, ſhe was happily joyn'd in an 

Honourable Marriage: And who is there 


among us Who does not remember the wife 
Love, 
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Love, the mutual Eidcarments; the Uni- 


on of Hearts and of Tempers, equally 


great, equally generous, that were remar- 


kable in that Renowned Couple: Always 


Concord and pure Affection between them- 
ſelves, always ready to oblige others; al- 
ways improving the fame Friendſhips, al- 
ways ſhining with the lame Honours 
which were univerſally paid em. No 
Offipring indeed, no- Deſcendants from 
that Honourable Pair; they left nothing be- 
hind em but what can never die, the 
Memory of their Vertues: And I hope that 


Morthy Gentleman, who now ſucceeds - to Norte an- 
et, ſqʒ. ; 


to their Eſtate, will carry on the ſame Ver- 
tes ; and never forget, how that Rother- 
field has been a. Name of Honour for many 
Vears. 

In the Dedication of that Sermon I 
preached at Sir Johns Funeral, I propoſed 


to Her Ladyſbip in the Depth of her Sor- 


row, to: ſhew her Concern for her Dear 


Departed Husband, not in fruitleſs Lamen- 


tations and dark Retirements, but what 
was a clearer Agument of her Wiſdom 
and Love, by doing all things in Honour of 
the. Deceas d the whole. remainder of ber 

Days; 
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Days ; by continuing the ſame Acts of WF | 
Charity, keeping up the ſame decent Ho- 
ſpitalicy, improving the ſame Friendſhips, | 
reſpeting the Clergy which he ſo truly # 
lovd, maintaining the ſame Conſtancy in ;, 
attending on the Publick Worſhip of God. ; 
and perſevering in the {dame Faith: All x 
which ſhe has made good in ſo fingulara 6 
manner, that what was then humbly offerd t 
as ſomething of Direction, is now become v 
moſt juſtly her Commendation and her Cha- 0 
raGer. | f 1 
Her Grief at firſt was very ſharp, it , 
= 7 
fo 


was deep and ſolemn for ſome time after; 
but then ſhe overcame it ſo far, as to make 
it manageable in it ſelf, and ſerviceable for 
the Exerciſe of many Vertues : She turn'd 
it into Duty and tender Reſpect for the 
Memory of a moſt Deſerving and moſt 
Beloved Hasband, who died above Six- 
teen Years ſince, full of Honour ; but his 
Name has now received a vaſt Acceſſion of 
Glory, from that moſt Vertuous, Honou- 
rable, and Diſcreet Management of her 
ſelf chrough all her Widowhood ; which 
makes her Exemplary with a peculiar Emi- 
nency in this Age, in which ſo many of 
her 
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of her Sex, under the ſame State and Con- 
o- dition, and in like fortunate Circumſtances, 
s, have ſo very lamentably miſcarried. 
ly | 

in 

d, 


And really ſhe had a Soul compleatly 
made for Providence to intruſt with the 
intire Management of a great Eſtate : For 


\ll F where could the abundance of this World 
ra be placed with leſs Danger, than where 
rd the Paſſions were ſubdued, and Prudence 
me vas the governing Talent? And where 


ba- could it be placed with greater advantage, 
than where there was a noble Heart to make 
it a good Uſe of it, and a pious and diſcern- 
er; ig Mind to give right Ends and Mea-- 
ake | ſures © 4 
for As God Almighty bleſfed' her with a 
nd | plentiful Eſtate, and a long Proſperity, ſo 
the FF te glorified him with a moſt Exemplary 
wt Moderation in the midſt of that abundance : 


dir- No Epicuriſm, no coſtly Delicacies, no 
= Oſtentation of Eife were ſeen within her 
1 o 


Gates; She always kept to the plaineſt 
Diet her ſelf, and made only Subſtantial 
Proviſion for her Friends: Her Table was 
according to the ancient Genius of this 
Nation, Plentiſul and Decent, and always 
miniſtring large Supplies for the more In- 

digent 
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dig ent Families that were about her: 
AA her Enrtertainments were en- 


Jarged, the Refreſhments of the Poor 
were fo too; She daily relieved their Bow- 
els, ſhe had their conſtant Prayers, and 
now ſhe has their moſt piercing Sorrows, 
not they only, bur all the Neighbourhood 


will convey to Poſterity, what happy 


Times they enjoyed in the Days of Sir 
John Norton and his Lady. 

| Fo have a conſtant Spring of Genere- 
fity in ones Soul, and to have an ample 
Eſtate from Providence wherein to exer- 
ciſe ſuch generous Inclinations, and then 
to have a juſt Diſcretion to bound it all 
within proper Limits; is ſuch a Mixture 


of Vertue and Happineſs as never fails of 
having the Admiration of Mankind: And 


I am ſure all who knew my Lady Norton, 
know how properly this Charatter belongs 


to her. When I ſay all who know her, I 
appeal to a great Number indeed, and 
thoſe of the moſt conſiderable Rank and 
Quality: For ſhe had a large Acquain- 
tance wich Perſons of Honour, who were 
made more ſo, by her Converſation and 
mei In the Courſe of her Days 


She 
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| She converſt with many of the Wiſeſt of 


our Nobility and Gentry; and I may 
truly fay, almoſt with equal Wiſdom : 
They had no need of deſcending to com- 
mon Topicks to entertain her with Diſ- 
courſe, they might keep up their Under- 
ſtandings, and their Judgments to the 
heighth ; for ſhe had a Reliſh for the beſt 


| Sence they were Maſters of, and would 


ſometimes improve it too; She ſeldom 
talkt ordinary News, the uſual Supply of 
thoſe who want a good Stock of Natural 


Parts; but when it was obtruded upon 


her, ſhe quickly diſmiſs d it with a few live- 


ly and pertinent Reflections, and then 


kept up a Converſation with ſuch natural 
and ready Sentiments, mingled with ſuch 


obliging Expreſſions, as ſhewed a real Re- 
ſpect towards thoſe ſhe converſt with, 


and raiſed in them a due Eſteem of 


Y her. 


So ſtrict was the Purity of her Life, 


fo unblemiſhed her Reputation, fo curi- 


ous her Modeſty, which ſhe guarded with 


the peculiar Majeſty of an Excellent Un- 


derſtanding, that though ſhe could not 


avoid the having an Acquaintance in her 


Time. 
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Time, with ſome young Gentlemen of 
Eſtates, and Families, who were not alto- 
gether ſubdued in their Manners; yet few 
of them ever dar'd to utter an unbecom- 
ing word, or a prophane Jeſt before her; 
She always had the Aſcendant over them 
by her Character, and ſhe awd em by 
her better Senſe ; they found a Neceſſity 
of heing Virtuous in her Company, or of 
diſſembling their Faults with a handſome 
Mien: And I heartily wiſh, the Ladies 
would not ſo eaſily part with their Prero- 
gative of giving Laws to Converſation 3 but 
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ll | would rigidly exact that Tribute of Decen- 

(1/4 cy in Diſcourſe, which all Men are bound FF 
1 | to pay them. N . 
46 Her Apprehenſion was and which FF 
16 made her capable of juſt Reſentments; 

0 but her Wiſdom ſet her above common t 
th. Paſſrons : She would take the beſt ways - 
115 of curing thoſe Follies in others which 
4 more nearly concern d her, without giving I 
1 her ſelf much Diſturbance ; for a true K 
10 GBreatneſs of Mind inclines one to bear | 

lf much with thoſe who want 77. = 
A b. 
ki She f 


decay of Spirits; 
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She carried ſuch a Wiſdom and Gra- 
vity with her in all her Speeches and 
Actions, that when I was her Paſtor, 1 
reverencd her as my Mother ; and when 


after my remove I held a Correſpondence 


with her as a Friend, her Letters were as 


inſtructive, as they were kind. 
I cannot but reckon it as one of the 


particular Bleſſings of her Life, that ſhe 


dwelt in the Neighbouthood of an Excel- 


lent Gentry, among whom the ſaw many 
of her own Virtues ſhine; and in the 
Neighbourhood likewiſe, of a Venerable, 
Wile, and Pious Clergy ; whoſe Perſons ſhe 
lov'd, whoſe Abilities and Virtues ſhe duely 
eſteem'd, and with whoſe Reſpe&s and 
Prayers ſhe liv'd and dy'd. 

The Sickneſs which ck her out of 
this World was accompanied with a ſuddain 
which made her Death 
ſurprizing to her Friends, though it could 


not be ſo to her ſelf; ſince her whole Life 


was a Preparation 3 WM” 
Not only in her Health, but amidſt her 


very Diverſions too, ſhe 3 the one 


thing neceſſary : For how often has ſhe 


ſtole away from Company in an Aſter- 
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noon to read her Pſalms and Chapters for the 


Day; that when ſhe paid her Civility to 


her Friends, ſhe might not neglect her De- 
votions to God : When you ſaw her moſt 


chearful, ſhe was inwardly recollected; 
ſhe would ſhew a good Humour, without 


_ diſſipating her Thoughts : When you ima- 


gined ſhe was wholly taken up with Ob- 
ſervances to you, the better part of her 
Soul was fix'd upon her God. 

The beſt thing we can ſay of ſome 
Perſons upon ſuch like Occafions, is that 
they exercis'd ſome few Acts of Religion 


in the Time of their Sickneſs 3 but ſtriõt 


Vertue, and conſtant Piety went — 
the whole Courſe of her Life. 

By a wiſe Diſtribution of her World- 
ly Goods, and by a Number of confidera- 
ble Charities, which ſhe has allotted to ſe- 
veral Pattſhes, ſhe had put things in a 
good Order for her more eaſy Departure: 


And according to her Wiſhes, and Natu- 


ral Tenderneſs, God gave her a quiet Paſ- 


ſage out of this Life, without much Pain, 


without any great Trial of her Patience. 


She 
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abodings upon her, that ſhe was draw- 
ing to her latter End; to omit many 
which her near Friends and Domeſticks 
did obſerve, I was made ſenſible of it by 
ſome of her late Letters, and eſpecially by 
one which contain'd many tender and wiſe 
RefleQions occaſion d by the Death of her 


dear Siſter Mrs. Cobbe, a Perſon of extraor- 


dinary Piety, and whoſe Converſation was 
in Heaven above Threeſcore Years before 
ſhe went thither. 

Her Ledyſhip was conſtant to hed Sacra- 
ments, and Preparative Faſts; but as to 


any Rigid Auſterities, you cannot expect 


to hear of ſuch, in a Life ſo Innocent and 
No, ſhe was as far from any. Su- 
perſtition, as ſhe was from the Habitual 


Neglect of any thing chat belong d to ſo- 
lid Piety. 


She never had any Scruples in Religion 


upon her, as far as I could obſerve, which 


muſt be attributed to a right Education, a 
ſtrong Judgment, and a Conſtancy in Ho- 


ly Duties. 


To conclude, Her Goodneſs was fi incere 


and equal, early and laſting, and God 
e 
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bleſsd her with a proſperous Life, and an 
eaſy Death ; She was greatly beloved, and 
is now univerſally lamented. 
Whilſt her pious and happy Soul reſts 
with God and Chriſt above, let us moſt 
decently commit theſe Remains of her, to 
the Earth; joyning them to the Aſhes of 
her Dearly Beloved Husband; and let us 
preſerve the Memory of them both among 
the moſt precious Treaſures of our Minds. 
And O! That all of us who are here 
met upon this ſad and ſolemn Occaſion, 
would ſo order that Remainder of our 
Days which God ſhall allot us, that we 
may be meet to be Partakers of thoſe Joys, 
which Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear beard, nei. 
ther bath it enter d into the Heart of Man to 
conceive; but yet ſuch, as God hath pre- 
pard for all thoſe who truly /ove and 
ſerve him. 5 


Nom to God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghoft, be all Honour, Glory, 
Power, Praiſe and Thanksgiving, both 


vom, and for evermore. Amen. 
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